
1 
 

St. Thomas The Apostle Anglican Church 
110 Francis Street, Cambridge ON, N1S 2A1 

 

                                         “KEEPING IN TOUCH – December 2020” 

 
***************************************************************************** 

A NEW TYPE OF ADVENT CALENDAR  +  A CHRISTMAS TREAT (win a $25 gift card) 

 Instead of a traditional Advent calendar, here’s a list of things to do as Advent 

activities to celebrate the coming of Christ.  Every family is different, so there are 

many to choose from.  Try to pick at least 1, in any order, every day in Advent and 

mark off each one as you finish it.  By the end of December, call Susan Grenville at 

519-620-9516 and tell her how many you completed.  There will be a $25 Sobeys gift card for the 

person/family who completes the most!    

 

___ Set up your nativity set at home and thank the Lord that you have a home to live in 

___ Make a hot “comfort drink” (hot chocolate / tea / ? your choice? ) and thank the Lord for always 

caring about you and staying by your side 

___ Make an advent wreath (3 purple candles, 1 pink outside & 1 white in the centre) 

___ Bake cookies and give some to your neighbours. Tell them it’s an Advent gift. 

___ Put on some Christmas music and sing, dance or just sit back and enjoy it. Be thankful for this 

Advent season which allows us to prepare in happiness and excitement for the celebration of 

the arrival of Jesus in our world. 

___ Make a new Christmas decoration which reminds you of the true meaning of Christmas 

___ Pray for each person in your family; for their relationship with God and their well being 

___ Pray for your neighbours; for their relationship with God and their well being 

___ Pray for our church St. Thomas and for the 4 other Anglican churches in Cambridge (St. James’, 

St. Luke’s, St. John’s and Trinity) and for each individual member of our congregation 

___ Watch a Christmas movie & eat popcorn. Thank the Lord for “down time” to rest and 

regenerate. 

___ Read about Jesus’ birth in the Bible (Luke chapter 2) 

___ Make a list of all the blessings you have been given and thank the Lord for them!  

___ Drop off an anonymous gift for someone who needs cheering up, with a note saying it’s an 

Advent gift. 
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___ Drive around just to look at and enjoy Christmas lights and remember Jesus is the light of the 

world! 

___ Have a family game night and thank God for your family 

___ Make paper snowflakes (or other Christmas decorations) to hang on your windows 

___ Read a Christmas book as a family 

___ Call or Zoom Grandma & Grandpa (or someone else in your family) and sing a Christmas song 

(“Christmas carolling” by phone) 

___ Take a nature walk and thank God for the beauty  

___ Buy a few extra items at the grocery store and donate to the food bank 

___ Pay for a coffee for the person behind you in a Tim Horton’s lineup or drive-thru. Tell them it’s 

an Advent gift. 

___ Buy and donate a toy to the local Christmas toy drive 

___ Collect old towels, sheets & blankets and donate to the animal shelter 

___ Make an ice lantern to put on your front porch (Google “practically functional ice lantern”) Very 

pretty & very easy! 

___ Take extra time with your prayers today and feel God’s love envelop you 

___ Write a thank you note to someone who is not expecting it 

___ Write a letter, send an email or make a phone call to someone who needs it 

___ Make a “hand out” food bag to keep in your car for people standing at the roadside asking for 

money (instead of money, enclose things like a cereal bar / single serving fruit cup & plastic 

spoon / crackers & cheese in a packet / juice box) and add a note saying you’re praying for them  

___ Make Christmas cards for children in hospital? nursing home? women’s shelter? Argus House? 

Call first to make sure they are able to accept them and find out how many they can use 

___ Shovel someone else’s sidewalk (if they catch you, tell them it’s an Advent gift) 

___ Carry a neighbour’s empty garbage can & recycling bins to their door for them 

___ Give a thank you note and small treat to your paper carrier 

___ Tape change to a laundromat washer or dryer with a note saying it’s an Advent gift 

___ Feed the birds and thank the Lord for them while you watch them eat 
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The White Envelope 

This story was originally published in the Dec 14, 1982 issue of Women’s Day magazine, by Nancy W. Gavin. 

It’s just a small white envelope, stuck among the branches of our Christmas tree. No name, no inscription, no 

identification. It has peeked through the branches of our tree for the past 10 years or so.  

It all began because my husband Mike hated Christmas – oh, not the true meaning of Christmas, but the 

commercial aspects of it – the frantic running around at the last minute to get a tie for Uncle Harry and the 

dusting powder for Grandma – the gifts given in desperation because you couldn’t think of anything else. 

Knowing he felt this way, I decided one year to bypass the usual shirts, sweaters, ties and so forth. I reached 

for something special, just for Mike. The inspiration came in an unusual way. 

Our son, Kevin, who was 12 that year was wrestling at the junior level of the school he attended and shortly 

before Christmas there was a non-league match against a team sponsored by an inner-city church. These 

youngsters, dressed in sneakers so ragged that shoestrings seemed to be the only thing holding them 

together, presented a sharp contrast to our boys in their spiffy blue and gold uniforms and sparkling new 

wrestling shoes. As the match began, I was alarmed to see that the other team was wrestling without 

headgear, a kind of light helmet designed to protect a wrestler’s ears. It was a luxury the ragtag team 

obviously could not afford. 

Well, we ended up walloping them. We took every weight class. And as each of their boys got up from the 

mat, he swaggered around in his tatters with false bravado, a kind of street pride that couldn’t acknowledge 

defeat. Mike, seated beside me, shook his head sadly. “I wish just one of them could have won”, he said. 

“They have a lot of potential but losing like this could take the heart right out of them.” Mike loved kids – all 

kids – and he knew them, having coached little league football, baseball and lacrosse.  

That’s when the idea for his present came. That afternoon I went to a local sporting goods store and bought 

an assortment of wrestling headgear and shoes and sent them anonymously to the inner-city church. On 

Christmas Eve I placed the envelope on the tree, the note inside telling Mike what I had done and that this was 

his gift from me. His smile was the brightest thing about Christmas that year and in succeeding years. For each 

Christmas, I followed the tradition – one year sending a group of mentally handicapped youngsters to a 

hockey game, another year a cheque to a pair of elderly brothers whose home had burnt to the ground the 

week before Christmas, and on and on. 

The envelope became the highlight of our Christmas. It was always the last thing opened on Christmas 

morning and our children, ignoring their new toys, would stand with wide-eyed anticipation as their dad lifted 

the envelope from the tree to reveal its contents. As the children grew, the toys gave way to more practical 

presents, but the envelope never lost its allure. The story doesn’t end there. 

You see, we lost Mike last year due to dreaded cancer. When Christmas rolled around, I was still so wrapped in 

grief that I barely got the tree up. But Christmas Eve found me placing an envelope on the tree, and in the 

morning, it was joined by three more. Each of our children, unbeknownst to the others, had 

placed an envelope on the tree for their dad. The tradition has grown and will someday 

expand even further with our grandchildren standing to take down the envelope. 

Mike’s spirit, like the Christmas spirit, will always be with us!  
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A Christmas Quiz 

 

1) Who wrote the novel “A Christmas Carol”? 

2) Who were the parents of John the Baptist, who was born just before Jesus?  

3) What did My True Love send on the seventh day of Christmas? 

4) Which 1983 movie introduced us to the “Leg Lamp”? 

5) Who wrote the original story of The Grinch? 

6) Who sang the Christmas hits about Rudolph and Frosty? 

7) What is Scrooge’s first name in “A Christmas Carol”? 

8) What was the name of the angel who told Mary she would become pregnant? 

9) What is the meaning of “Emmanuel”? 

10) Who caught the Grinch stealing presents and the Whoville Christmas Tree? 

11) What is another name for “Mary’s Song of Praise”? 

12) What is the meaning of Donner, one of Santa’s reindeer, in Dutch? 

13) In the song “Frosty the Snowman”, what is his nose made of? 

14) Who wrote the poem “‘Twas The Night Before Christmas”? 

15) In “A Christmas Carol”, what’s the crippled boy’s name? 

16) When Joseph & Mary took Jesus to the temple to be dedicated, which 2 people realized that 

Jesus was the Messiah? 

17) What was the Grinch’s dog’s name? 

18) What is the song title of the best-selling Christmas recording? 

19) Who portrayed Scrooge in the 1951 movie version of “A Christmas Carol”? 

20) In “The Christmas Song”, what are the children trying to see? 

21) Name the song title: “Oh the weather outside is frightful” 

22) How long after the death of his partner do the ghosts visit Scrooge? 

23) On the eleventh day of Christmas, what did My True Love send? 

24) In which 1947 film did Edmund Gwen win an Emmy for playing a Santa at a Macy’s store? 

25) In “The Night Before Christmas” when did the narrator first see Saint Nick? 

26) Where did the angel send Mary and Joseph to escape Herod’s killing of all baby boys in 

Bethlehem under age 2? 

27) In which musical does “The Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy” occur? 

28) What gifts did the Wise Men bring to the baby Jesus? 

29) Who wrote the story “The Gift of The Magi”? 

30) What was the last thing The Grinch stole from the first house he visited? 

 

***************************************************************************** 

Joke of the Month 

Where did the snowman put his money?          →   in the snow bank 
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Pastor’s Ponderings 

December…a time which is intertwined with snow, cold weather, festive meals, the laborious 

task of scraping off the car and the mad dash for gifts!  We hear the Christmas melodies, the likes of 

“Hark the Herald Angels Sing” and “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”.  We embrace the sights of 

Christmas lights which are beautifully laid on our neighbourhood homes and in the downtown core.  

We enjoy the sounds of laughter, words of affirmation and counsel as we journey through another 

stage of COVID.  

 December is here and for many, Christmas is only about Santa and getting gifts.  To us, it is a 

season, a transformative season when God meets the hopes of Humanity by the birth of His Son, our 

Lord and re-awakens us from the doldrums of COVID and re-invigorates us with the imminent Second 

Coming of Jesus! 

December, amidst the frosty air and “red stage” procedures and protocols, cannot and does 

not hinder God’s response to our hunger and thirst for truth.  It cannot and does not dissuade God 

from allowing us to participate in the powerful and saving force of a hope that ensures fulfillment, a 

love that is so radical, illogical and dangerous that it makes us vulnerable to an eternal and abiding 

relationship. A joy that surpasses our understanding despite the climbing COVID cases and mounting 

uncertainties about a vaccine and a peace that responds and sets our minds, hearts and agendas at 

the feet of Jesus.   

Ah, December…a wondrous conundrum of busyness, as we are mandated to stay at home 

and stay at least 2 metres when conversing with others.  A wondrous conundrum when relationships 

and sincere dialogues/discussions are now set on social media platforms.  We may not be able to 

give, as previous years, gifts to our loved ones nor hugs.  We may not be able to come together 

under one roof with songs, stories, laughter and libation, yet we are still able to live out the central 

identity of the Church this month-to hope in His promises, to walk in His peace, to embrace His joy 

and to demonstrate His abiding and eternal love.   

December…a time intertwined with sacrifice, comfort, faithfulness, love and the mad dash to 

bear God’s gifts!   

                            Your Servant-in-Christ,         Steve+  

Did You Know? 

1. Originally, The Twelve Days of Christmas refers to what period? 

2. What does “Advent” mean? And for whom? 

3. In what Gospel, do we find the “Magnificat”? 

4. The shepherds were informed by ___________ of the birth of Jesus 

5. Name 3 other Holy Days in December, excluding the Sundays of Advent and Christmas Eve/Day 

Answers 

1. Christmastide-the twelve days between Christmas Day and Epiphany 

2. “Coming” or “waiting”- the celebration of the Nativity of Jesus and the return of Jesus at the Second 

Coming 

3. Luke (Luke 1:46-55) 

4. Angels (Luke 2) 

5. St. Nicholas (Dec 6), St. Stephen (Dec 26) and Holy Innocents (Dec 28) 
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Advent & Christmas Service Times 

 
Since we are now back in the “red” Covid level, services have unfortunately had to revert back to on-
line only and can be viewed on St. Thomas the Apostle’s Facebook page.  The service will alternate 
between churches each Sunday and the Sunday service time will be 10:30am, as it was during our 
original lockdown time from mid-March to early September.  Christmas service times will be 
announced later. 
 
Please note that there will be a weekly Advent Bible study by Zoom or telephone at 1:30 every 
Sunday starting Nov 29th.  Everyone is welcome.  Please contact Rev. Steve in advance at 226-
755-0903 or stevegreene@diohuron.org if you would like to join in. 

 

********************************************************************************* 

 

Christmas Boozy (Vegan) Fruit Cake 

(submitted by The Furnivals) 

 

Makes: 10 servings                       Prep Time: 30 mins                      Cook Time: 1 hr 30 mins 

Ingredients 

12 Madjool Dates (simmer in 1 cup water 5 min) 

1 cup water (for dates) ½ cup + 1 tbsp wholemeal flour 

½ cup all purpose baking flour 2 tsp baking powder 

1 tsp mixed spice 12 oz or 2 cups mixed dry fruit 

4 oz dried apricots, chopped 3oz mixed nuts, chopped 

4 tbsp orange juice 4 tbsp rum 

Preheat the oven to 170C/340F/gas mark 4. 

Place the dates and water in a saucepan and bring to the boil. Cook gently for five minutes or until 

soft. Mash, then add all the other ingredients and mix well. 

Spoon into a greased 2lb/900g cake tin and smooth the top. Bake for about 1 1/2 hours. 

To give this a Christmas touch put half the mixture in the tin, then a thin layer of marzipan, and place 

the rest of the mixture on top and bake. This way the marzipan melts into the cake and is delicious. 

Alternatively put marzipan and white icing on the top in the traditional way. 

 

***************************************************************************** 

(answers to Christmas Quiz) 

1) Charles Dickens    2) Zechariah & Elizabeth    3) swans    4) A Christmas Story    5) Dr. Seuss 

6) Gene Autry    7) Ebenezer    8) Gabriel     9) God is with us    10) Cindy Lou Who     11) The Magnificat     

12) thunder    13) a button    14) Clement C. Moore    15) Tiny Tim    16) Anna & Simeon   17) Max    18) 

Bing Crosby’s White Christmas    19) Alastair Sim    20) if reindeer really know how to fly    21) Let it 

Snow    22) Seven years    23) pipers    24) Miracle on 34th Street    25) on the lawn outside    26) Egypt    

27) The Nutcracker    28) gold, frankincense & myrrh    29) O. Henry    30) a log from the fireplace 

mailto:stevegreene@diohuron.org
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A Chat with … BRIAN & BARBARA SMITH               

by Susan Grenville  
 
 

 

70 years ago, an 18-year old scoutmaster met a 16-year old cub scout helper at a county Boy Scout 
conference near Rugby, England.  This year, Brian Smith and Barbara Hibberd celebrated their 65th 
wedding anniversary at home in Cambridge. 

When Brian was only 7, he had to wait for his brother to walk him home from school.  Because his 
brother’s scout pack met after school, and Brian needed to wait for him to walk home, the Akela [leader] 
enrolled Brian at the tender age of 7 1/2.  Barbara came later to scouting, when a lady asked her to 
help out with a cub scout pack.  After Brian and Barbara married, they each continued as Scout leaders 
for 50 years, until their retirement. 

Brian was the youngest of 3 boys.  Barbara had an older brother, a twin sister, and a younger sister. 
She had a nickname, Babs…“I hated it!”  She loved sports, and she played field hockey (where she 
knocked out her teeth) and cricket.  She remembers playing her first record, “The Bible My Mother 
Gave to Me”, over and over, and that when she finally stopped playing it, her father asked what 
happened to that song she used to play.  [Good Dad!] 

Brian and Barbara married in 1955.  Barbara worked in an office that allowed the employees to listen 
to a radio during work hours. One day, she heard an ad that someone was coming to town to talk about 
Canada.  She told Brian “We’re moving to Canada”, even though all she knew about Canada was wheat 
fields! I guess he loved her, because they immigrated to Hamilton Ontario in 1957.  

They sailed to Canada on a French liner, where they met 2 other immigrating English couples.  The 
couples remained friends all these years.  After school, Barbara had done a 3-year apprenticeship in 
Drafting; Brian became a Transform Winder.  Because of their experience, they were able to secure 
jobs right away in Canada. They continued in those fields throughout their work years, eventually at 
Allen Bradley [Barbara] and Dofasco [Brian].  

After their oldest son, David, was born in 1958, they returned to England to show him off to Barbara’s 
parents, and to help care for her father who was ill. Barbara says she knew on the journey there that 
they would return some day to Canada. Daughter, Lesley, was born in England, and the twins, Janice 
and Jonathan, were born after the family returned to Canada in 1963.  They eventually settled in Galt, 
and enrolled the children at Tait Street School, where they met the school secretary, Irene Schmidt.  
Irene, our long-time Sunday School director, introduced them to St. Tom’s, where they have remained 
busy, devoted parishioners.  Barbara joined the ACW as a young mum, and has served as ACW 
president for the past several years. Brian served as a warden for 30 years.  Before he himself retired, 
Diocese of Huron Bishop Bruce Howe awarded Brian and Barbara with the prestigious Bishop’s Award 
for Excellence in Ministry.  That award recognizes the long faithful years that Brian and Barbara have 
served our parish, our parishioners, and our community. 

In retirement, they have continued to love and support their growing family of children, grandchildren, 
and great-grandchildren.  Brian likes to read; Barbara loves to cook, knit and paint.  (How many of you 
have a B. Smith original hanging in your home?  I have a few.)  How have they kept up such a busy life 
of family, faith, and service?  Barbara says the main lesson she has learned in life is “Don’t worry.  
Throw it over your shoulder when there’s a problem.”  It is no wonder that the rest of us continue to turn 
to them for support and advice. 

 


